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red or striped sandstone cliffs. One of these is famed as El Morro or
Inscription Rock, named from the notations scratched on it by early
Spanish explorers. Because the Ramah area is so high above sea level,
killing frosts often occur late in the spring and early in the autumn.
Annual precipitation averages 14.9 inches, but over a ten-year period
it has varied from 6.7 to 23 inches. Drought conditions have oc-
curred in three years out of the ten, and the whole rainfall for a
summer month has been known to fall within a single 24-hour
period. The deepest snowfall (30 inches) was recorded on November
22, 1931; it killed much of the livestock, brought long hunger to
many humans, and starvation and death by freezing to a few.
Monthly average temperatures vary from 25 degrees Fahrenheit dur-
ing January to 66.2 in July. Winter temperatures sometimes go to
30 degrees below zero and July temperatures to 95 above. Nights are
invariably cool, even in summer.
There are many trees, with pinyon and juniper characteristic, but
with yellow pine and oak frequent at higher elevations. There are
two principal natural vegetation combinations: coniferous trees with
underlying short grasses on the tablelands; short grasses and short to
waist-high shrubs in the drainage ways and on the extensive flats.
Generally speaking, the soils contain too little organic matter and
are too alkaline. The best lands, both for farming and for grazing,
are in the northeastern portion of the area along the base of the Zuni
Mountains and are mostly occupied by white ranchers. The worst
lands are in and along the lava beds which mark the central and
southeastern parts of the area.
The history of Navaho occupancy is that of being gradually pushed
more and more into the less desirable lands. Before Fort Sumner
The People hunted in the Ramah country and apparently cultivated
a few fields. After release from captivity, a few related families
drifted into this region instead of settling on the Reservation. They
chose the well-watered valley, now covered mostly by the Ramah
reservoir, which was known to Navahos then as "Grass-onion place"
because of wild onions that flourished there. In 1882 a Mormon
colony arrived, and the Indians were "persuaded" to relinquish the
choicest areas. At about the same time Spanish-speaking ranchers
began to come across the mountains from Cubero, San Rafael, and
other settlements. As white population increased, the Navahos were
pushed little by little into the lava country. Meanwhile, their own